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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
Belle Aire i s set on a wooded knoll above Lee Highway between Roanoke and Salem. The 
imposing, two-story, double-fronted, L-shaped house i s b u i l t of brick l a i d i n a variety 
of bonds. The main, or south, facade i s three bays long and i s an early example of a l l -
stretcher bond. Stuccoed Doric pilasters mark the corners; fixed to the top of the 
pila s t e r s are o r i g i n a l metal downspouts with applied diamond ornaments. The f i r s t - and 
second-floor frontispieces, window frames, and many other details are adapted from Asher 
Benjamin's The Pra c t i c a l House Carpenter (1830). Both frontispieces are similar to the 
one i l l u s t r a t e d i n Benjamin's Plate 28, "Design for a Front Door Case," but with the 
blocking course deleted and transom l i g h t s , more elaborately sculpted symmetrical mold­
ings, and bull's-eye paterae added. The window l i n t e l s are derived from Plate 31, 
"Design for a Window," to which the builder, Benjamin Deyerle, added an additional sym­
metrically molded element with paterae. The pri n c i p a l feature of this facade i s the two-
story pedimented portico, which i s supported against the house by colossal stuccoed 
pil a s t e r s and at the front by four fluted Doric columns at each l e v e l , those on the 
second floor being somewhat more delicat e l y proportioned than those on the f i r s t . 

lhe secondary (west) facade i s l a i d i n Flemish bond and has corner pi l a s t e r s and window 
l i n t e l s similar to those on the south front. Here a one-story porch with paneled p i l a s ­
ters, a d e n t i l cornice, and a low hipped roof has been closed i n to create two small 
rooms off the back s t a i r h a l l . 

The ends and rear walls of the building are l a i d i n four- and five-course American bond. 
Six-over-six sash are used throughout the house, and a f u l l entablature i s carried 
around the eaves of the low hipped roof which i s covered with standing-seam sheet metal. 
There are three t a l l i n t e r i o r end chimneys. 

The plan of Belle Aire i s a common one, consisting of a s i n g l e - p i l e , central-passage 
main block with an open-well s t a i r i n the passage. Set off from the main block by a 
secondary passage with a straight-run s t a i r i s the dining room i n the e l l . . The prin­
c i p a l s t a i r consists of a plain molded banister and rectangular balusters scrolled 
around the newel which takes the form of a diminutive fluted Doric column. Paneled 
wainscoting, used throughout the house, i s carried up both the s t a i r s . 

The east parlor mantel i s adapted from Benjamin's Plate 51, "Chimney Piece," with a cor­
nice and a symmetrically molded surround more elaborate than those Benjamin i l l u s t r a t e s 
and with a single horizontal panel substituted for Benjamin's fret-work f r i e z e . A 
simp l i f i e d version of this mantel i s used i n the dining room. Bold architrave blocks 
reminiscent of an e a r l i e r style of mantel are added to emphasize the fluted Doric colon­
ettes, but the fr i e z e panel and molded surround of the parlor mantel are omitted. 

In the west parlor i s a mantel freely adapted from Plate 50, "Chimney Piece," of The 
Practi c a l House Carpenter. Benjamin's fr i e z e has been shortened to allow the insertion 
of an architrave element under i t , and a central tablet and moldings similar to those 
used i n Valley mantels of the 1820s and 1830s have been added. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Belle Aire, i n Roanoke County between Salem and Roanoke, i s an outstanding Greek Revival 
house which i l l u s t r a t e s the popularity of builders' guides i n the mid-nineteenth century 
as well as the uses to which an imaginative l o c a l craftsman could put them. 

The house was b u i l t i n 1849 by Benjamin Deyerle (1806-1883), who probably employed one 
Gustavus Sedon as his carpenter. Deyerle, l i k e other builders of his time and region, 
was an entrepreneur of broad-ranging interests. In addition to being a contractor and 
|brick mason, he kept a g r i s t m i l l , a s t i l l , and a store. Belle Aire i s the second of 
his known large houses, and l i k e most of them was b u i l t i n the Greek Revival s t y l e . 
Though his work shows at least a passing knowledge of the handbooks of Edward Shaw and 
'Minard Lafever, Deyerle c l e a r l y r e l i e d most heavily on the publications of Asher Benjamin 
(1773-1845), a New England architect and popularizer of new styles. Many of Deyerle's 
embellishments can be traced d i r e c t l y to details i n Benjamin's books, notably The Prac­
t i c a l House Carpenter of 1830. In no case, however, does he merely copy Benjamin's 
design; he always adds some touch of his own—either a variant or an element from another 
handbook plate or, at times, some customary l o c a l element such as the tablets and moldings 
of the west parlor mantel at Belle A i r e , which r e c a l l Valley work of the 1820s and 1830s. 

Belle Aire was built for Madison Pitzer (1799-1861), a large landowner in the Salem area. 
In 1896 i t was sold by his heirs to Mary L. Brown and remained in the possession of her 
family for about thirty years. A brief period of ownership by a bank was followed by 
the purchase of Belle Aire by Roger DuBose in 1935. DuBose sold i t to the present owners, 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard S. Whitney in 1957. 
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